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“Now was the winter of our discontent….” I think we can all agree that this has been one hell of a winter, considering the massive conflagration in the economic and financial markets. Nonetheless, we are still here, and we once again look to the renewal of spring to lighten our spirits. To the gardener spring is always a Renaissance, so rebirth will take place once again. 

A Fairly Prodigious On-Line Compendium of Sources for All-things Daylilies
www.lidaylily.org ~ Our own Home Sweet Home pages

www.ahsregion4.org ~ The Region 4 mother pages

www.daylilies.org/daylilies.html ~ The AHS mother of all mother pages

www.abacom.com/chacha/gardenHybridC.htm ~ An excellent website for viewing the web pages of numerous hybridizers, with photos. Listed by hybridizer’s name.

www.thedaylily.com ~ The Daylily Exchange. Click on the Auction tab to see daylilies that are being auctioned. Quite often brand new introductions can be found at very reduced prices. It’s like Ebay for daylily nuts!

www.DaylilyTrader.com ~ Web site of Region 2 area hybridizers, with links to gardens in Zones 5, 6, 7 and 8. Hybridizers include Bret Clement, Jamie Gossard, Benz, Moldovan & Woodhall, Curt Hanson, Don Herr, Sharon Fitzpatrick, Richard Norris.

www.daylilycircle.net ~ Web addresses for 114 gardens/hybridizers

www.dpind.com ~ Source for the Garden Marker Pen, the most fade-free marking pen on the market today. The price direct from the company is $26 for one dozen, plus $9.38 shipping. Two dozen pens ordered in this manner will cost $2.56 each. Bought at a retail store they will probably cost at least $4.00 each. (A good substitute is a soft lead pencil, providing the surface you’re writing on will accept it. Don’t even bother using a Sharpie marker as it probably won’t last one season!)

www.superthrive.com ~ This product, “Superthrive”,  basically vitamins and hormones for plants, has been on the market for at least a half century. It can be obtained in some local garden centers, but it is easily obtained by mail directly from the company: Vitamin Institute, 12610 Saticoy Street South, North Hollywood, CA 91605. 1-800-441-8482. It is
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excellent as a soak for new daylily plants, and will reinforce the effects of fertilizers when used in combination with them. It has even been used successfully to bring almost dead plants back to life! 

www.Zeba.com ~ Those of you who like to use water-retentive granules in your pots and/or garden plantings might be interested in Quench, a product that is made of corn starch, and is biodegradable, nontoxic and odorless. There are other products which absorb water, but this is the only one that will release water back to the plant. Other products, such as Soil Moist will not do that and they are petroleum based. Check out their website. I know that it is available from Amazon.com. 

Helpful Daylily Culture Hints From the Experts at the February Meeting

Fertilizing~ Put down Milorganite in spring after soil has warmed up. May would probably be a good month. Since the nutrients are in low percentages, you can be fairly generous, and it won’t burn foliage. In June Plant Tone can be applied. This is an excellent organic fertilizer. During bloom season foliage feed the plants with MiracleGro. In the fall, up through October, use any inexpensive lawn fertilizer. This will help root systems to develop before their long winter sleep. 

Alfalfa~ Alfalfa has a root growth hormone, Triacontonol. It can be used when planting new clumps, as well as broadcasting it later in the season. It is available at Chestnut Vale & Feed (Agway), at 150 Duffy Avenue, Hicksville, NY, 516-931-0342. Buy it in 50 lb. bags, and get the pellet form rather than the cubes.

Manure~ This is highly recommended as a planting medium for your daylilies. Paul Limmer has the luxury of a tremendous amount of space and can utilize large quantities which he purchases in bulk. For those of you who have small gardens, you can still use manure. Buy the dehydrated form in bags at your garden center and use it when planting new clumps or when dividing and replanting. 

Water~ Daylilies can survive and prosper without a great deal of water. However, they love water, so the more the better.

Sources for Cutting Edge Daylilies from Hardy Northern Growers

(The Editor’s listings derive from the actual performance of plants in his own garden from the following sources)

George Rasmussen ~ 7 Mill Rd., Farmingdale, NY 11735, 516-694-6179. George creates mostly tetraploids in singles, a few unusual forms and some diploid doubles. You’ll find selfs, eyes, edges, all of which grow and increase very well. All Long Island gardens should have some of George’s beauties.
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Rainbow Daylily Gardens ~ Our own Bob and Mimi Schwarz create hardy Long Island-grown plants. Bob specializes in Tet unusual forms, and Mimi turns out lovely singles. 8 Lilla lane, Easthampton NY 11937, 631-324-0787.

Partridge Hill Gardens ~ Ellen Laprise specializes in spiders and UFs, frilly and ruffled edges, minis, extra earlies and very lates. A new 2009 intro is ISABEL 

ROSE, 59 E 7, Dor Dip, Pale yellow w/Large green throat, cascade UF. Her general sales list is full of very hardy plants for northern growers. Prices $10-100. 23 Partridge Hill Rd, Dudley MA 01571-6201, 508-943-1885, gentian@charter.net
Bobby Brooks ~ Bobby has a limited number of introductions, but all of them, whether they be UFs or singles are beautiful and very tough, having been developed on Cape Ann in Massachusetts. Several spectacular intros are PRISMATIC, YOU ARE MY CANDY GIRL, SUGAR PLUM JAM & SIMPLY SCINTILLATING. Prices $75-125.  Guaranteed growth and increase here on Long Island. 73 Langsford Street, Lanesville, Gloucester MA 01930, 978-283-4480,

lilylady@adelphia.net.

Bret Clement ~ Bret produces absolutely fantastic unusual forms and some singles in his Zone 5 garden; mostly diploids with a few tets, many with wonderful eyes and watermarks. Growing exceedingly well at Brookside Gardens are TWO CATS LAUGHING, FORENSIC EVIDENCE, BLAST FROM THE PAST, ENIGMA VARIATIONS, LILTING LOLA & PICK ME UP.  Prices $40-100. There are a number of talls in his collections. All grow and increase in Long Island gardens. 13816 Laredo Drive, Carmel IN 46032, 317-848-9062, bclement@indy.rr.com.

Heavenly Gardens~ Jamie Gossard cranks out all manner of UFs, Spiders and singles, both Tets and Dips in his Zone 5 gardens. He is known for amazing colors, many with eyes, watermarks and teeth. All grow well on Long Island. There are quite a few talls in his collections. Prices tend to be high at $100-200. 1069 Amity Road, Galloway OH 43119, 614-419-1781, jgossard@aol.com. 

E.T. Daylily Gardens ~ Pat Cochenour produces UFs and spiders, and some small UFs. An outstanding 2003 intro is SCREAMCICLE, 35 EM 8, Tet Dor, Unf, Orange with Red eye, out of PRIMAL SCREAM.  Prices $25-75. Her garden is Zone 6-7. grnthumb@bellatlantic.net
Earlybird Daylilies ~ Robin Calderon’s Zone 5 garden is the essential source for Frank Kropf’s layered doubles. Most are dips, but there are a few tets. These are the ultimate in this type of double. These are very vigorous plants. Prices are low to 
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moderate, from $8-75.  1313 Hattie, Garden City KS 67846, 620-275-6494, rcalderon@cox.net.

Don Herr Daylilies ~ Don breeds singles, UFs and Spiders. Most are Tets, all are super hardy. An excellent unusual form is LAVENDER SUSPENDERS. 2002, 48, M 8.5, Tet, Lavender Unf. This is growing at the LIDS garden in Planting Fields and at Brookside Gardens in Baldwin.  His price range is $25-100.  2363 Henbird La. Lancaster, PA 17601, 717-569-7268, donherr@aol.com. 

Crintonic Gardens ~ Curt Hanson has been producing marvelous daylilies, possessing consistency and great vigor, not to mention some of the wildest names in daylilydom. Most of his plants are Tets, and PRIMAL SCREAM, of course, is the ne plus ultra  of crazy orange unusual forms, and a Stout Medal winner as well in 2003. However, check out his 2008 diploid ANGEL FALLS, a medium lilac cascade exotic with deep green throat shading into yellow which extends out onto the petals and sepals. It’s 45 inches tall and has 7-inch blooms. 11757 County Line RD., Gates Mills, OH 44040, 440-423-3349, crintonic@core.com.

Another Lipsmacking Delight from the Greasy

Spoon Kitchens of the Gastritic Gourmet

Coq Au Riesling
Most of us are familiar with the famous French chicken and red wine dish Coq Au Vin. This is the white wine version, a much more delicately flavored one. While Coq Au Vin is a very hearty proposition, and good for winter fare, Coq Au Riesling is perfect for spring or summer. 

Ingredients
~6 chicken thighs (use chicken breast if you prefer white meat, in which case cut three chicken breasts in half)

~All purpose flour, salt and pepper to taste

~6 tbsp olive oil

~1 tsp dried thyme, I bay leaf, few sprigs parsley, chopped.

~1 leek, well washed and sliced

~1/3 cup brandy

~1-1/2 cups riesling or other fruity, dry white wine

~1 cup chicken broth

~12 mushrooms, sliced

~18 small white pearl onions (use the frozen ones)

~1/2 to ¾ cup heavy cream
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Directions
Dredge chicken pieces with flour seasoned with salt and pepper. Saute in 3 tbsp oil till lightly browned on both sides. Remove from pan and reserve. Pour excess fat out of pan, add remaining 3 tbsp oil and add leek and mushrooms. Cook a few minutes till softened. Add thyme, bay leaf, parsley, stir. Put chicken pieces into the pan (remove skin prior to this, if you wish). Add brandy and ignite. After flames die down, add wine and chicken broth. Bring to boil. Add onions. Reduce to a simmer, cover and cook 25-30 minutes, till chicken is done. Raise heat and add heavy cream. Simmer uncovered till sauce thickens slightly. If sauce needs thickening, use some cornstarch. Serve with boiled red potatoes or broad noodles.

______________________________________________________________________________ 

                               Upcoming Events
May 12~ Members Only Auction~ Tuesday at 7 PM, Planting Fields Hort Center

June 20~ 50/50 Plant Sale, Also a Panel discussion on preparation for the Daylily Show

July 11~ LIDS Flower Show Setup~ Panting Fields Hort Center, 10 AM

July 12~ LIDS Flower Show~ Planting Fields Hort Center, 1:30-4:30 PM

July 18 & 19~ Open Gardens and LIDS Garden Tours

August 12-14~ Plant Sale Preparation, Paul Limmer’s Home, 10-3:30 PM

August 15~ Public Plant Sale, Roosevelt Hall Lawn, Farmingdale University,

Route 100, Farmingdale. 

Sept. 12~ LIDS Fall Barbeque

Happy Bloom Season Everyone!!!

