LIDS NEWSLETTER

                      John Stahl, Editor                                        Spring 2006

Vernal Salutations to you all. Well, how was winter? Too cold? Too snowy? Too cold but not enough snow? Snowy but too warm? Unseasonably cold but dry? None of the above? As a great man once said, “You can’t please all of the people all of the time, etc., etc.” Some of us have muddled through winter’s weariness, struggling I suppose, to peruse all of the new daylily catalogs, trying not to destroy the family budget. Here at the Editor’s desk I hope you have been able to balance those heartwrenching decisions between food, clothing, shelter and daylilies. This is the second edition of the new, larger, much improved newsletter and it is hoped you might find some little nugget or gem to treasure and pass on to posterity, whoever he or she may be.

 POTPOURRI-Nuggets from E-mail Robins

From Linda Stirling, Washington State, Zone 7/8 on the E-mail Robin-

“A fungicide said to work on rust: 32 oz. water, 2 tsp. baking soda, 1 tsp. Clorox bleach, squirt of dish soap.

Least toxic spray for thrips: 4% solution of baking soda with a bit of soap to break the surface tension. Start spraying as scapes emerge, then twice more every ten days. Spray again in late August.

Use two handfuls of alfalfa pellets in every hole when planting daylilies.

Size 000 gelatin capsules (from health or drug stores) are great for storing pollen. Write the name of the pollen on the capsule with a fine-tip felt pen. Take care not to get anything but pollen in the capsule, or there will be decay. Keep the capsules in an airtight jar in the refrigerator. When the plant you want to pollinate blooms, dip the pistil into the capsule. The pistil must be sticky or the pollen won’t ‘take’.”

From Julie Covington, Roanoke, VA, Reg. 3 Zone 6/7

“We’ve had a few fairly mild days in Virginia and finally tips of daffodils are poking through in some places. Pansies are beginning to bloom a bit with the mild weather. Winter’s not done with us by a long shot, and it is turning cold again tomorrow. Snow will be fine, but please no more ice, Mother Nature!
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A few days of nice weather provided an opportunity to finish some long neglected cleanup chores which should have been done in the late fall. (actually this was last weekend). With all the December ice, I’d not been able to cut back the immensely tall stalks of the Orienpet lilies and remove the stakes from some of them. There are at least 20-30 of these stalks and they were looking eerily out of place, as most of the garden resembles a gigantic canary cemetery at this time of year, with shriveled ratty foliage or no foliage at all and at least a thousand of those AAA markers all over the place. Most shrubs and trees resemble wizened skeletons. When we say the ‘bones of the garden’ show in Winter, we’re really not kidding!”

From Melanie Vassallo, Long Island, Reg 4 Zone 6b-On the Spider Email robin

“Here’s my gardening resolutions for 2006. Sure hope they last longer than my housekeeping resolutions………

1. Clean up! What is it about those darn plastic pots? They show up everywhere, in the woods, rolling down the driveway, under the bushes and so on. There’s going to be a serious pot round-up here and anything that isn’t a uniform size(to fit into another one) is going to the curb.

2. More shrubs! I think this was one of my resolutions for 2005 and it turned out to be a dandy. About 20 shrubs were added here in the past year and this year I need to add at least that many more……I need to find some low (or slow) growers that are evergreen and will take a good amount of shade.

3. More manure!!! Must get a whole truckload delivered this spring, last year didn’t get any.

4. Water, water, water. Last year I ran the water more than ever before (it was such a dry year to boot), but that water makes all the difference in the daylily blooms. This year my resolution is to run it like crazy in the spring, even if I think it’s ‘rained enough.’”

From Tommy Maddox-Biloxi MS, on the Daylily Email robin-

“At the farmers market one day I was waxing eloquently about Daylilies. I seem to wax more as I get older. I told this couple how much I loved being involved with hemerocallis(I had just learned that word). They both walked away muttering that I sounded like some kind of pervert and would get my just due when the law found out. Never use hemerocallis, except when around daylily people. I may have pronounced it in a suggestive way, I do that sometimes. Another thing, when talking about hybridizing don’t use the word ‘breeding’, or ‘male’ and ‘female’ parts of a daylily, that will usually send people on their way. Mostly the women, the men’s ears will usually perk up and edge a little closer. My wife said she believes all my waxing was hurting business. ‘Just sell, don’t wax’. She knows more about business than I do. In high school she had Home Economics, I’ve had no business training.”
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From Bob Schwarz-Long Island, NY, on the Spider Email Robin(reporting on the Saturday night Lilyhemmer Banquet)-

“At the banquet Saturday night each table was called up to the buffet by a waiter who moved back and forth among the tables and gave a nod to signify that it was that table’s turn to go to the board and load its plates. All the folks at all the tables kept their eyes on the waiter like a Sheltie eyeing its master at the start of an agility trial, ready to leap forward at the signal. As the waiter was moving past our table, I noticed that Nan Wilkerson was shamelessly fluffing her hair and batting her eyes at the waiter. She was ‘vamping’ him in order to get him to give the ‘nod’ to our table. And you know what? It worked! He motioned to us. But what amazed me most was when Nan leapt to her feet, pumped her fist into the air and shouted. ‘I still got it, I still got it!’. I was shocked, shocked, I tell you, at this embarrassing display. Nevertheless, I’m compelled to admit that Nan still does have ‘it’. And as they say, ‘If you’ve got it, flaunt it!’. Go, Nan!”

Future Stars

By John Stahl

As we have all found I’m sure, plants new to our gardens frequently falter and stumble in their first year(s) and take some time to become established and display their characteristics. In 2005 I had a number of new introductions that were so outstanding that I think they have the potential for being great in the years ahead. Mind you, these are my opinions. However, I will attempt to present enough evidence that might possibly persuade you to acquire some of these plants.

Those of you who know me are going to assume that all of these plants will be spiders or unusual forms, but fear not. There will be a bagel, some narrow open forms, a miniature, an extra large, a few doubles and a polytepal.

Most of these plants have been hybridized in zones 5, 6 and 7, although there are several from zones 8 and 9. I know that one main concern of Long Islanders is hardiness. I cannot offer guarantees that all of these plants will do well in every area of Long Island, but I can verify that they did extremely well here on the south shore which is considered zone 7a.

Now if everyone is sitting comfortably and paying attention, here we go.

From Bobbie Brooks in Massachusetts-Zone 5

These two are the best pinks in our garden. One is a UF and the other a large narrow open form. I believe some flowers are definitely feminine in their appearance and appeal, and I’ve been like a schoolboy in love with these two plants this year! I can’t stop babbling about them.
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YOU ARE MY CANDY GIRL(Brooks ’04)- 36” Mla 7.5”, Dor Dip, Pink w/Melon throat….absolutely delicious!

SIMPLY SCINTILLATING(Brooks ’04)- 30” Mla 6.5”, Dor Dip, Pink w/Corduroy ribbing, a crispate UF, utterly delectable!

Bloom season was relatively short, but color and form were fantastic. It’s going to be difficult waiting for next summer! Also, these are as hard as nails!

From Margo Reed in Virginia- Zone 6b

I’ve never seen one of Margo’s plants I didn’t like. Many are simply spectacular, and all do well here. The one I want to tell you about is not the biggest, the tallest, the fanciest, the curliest, etc. Margo says it’s basically for hybridizers who wish to get good form and non-yellow color into their small spideries. I say it’s for SPUF lovers who want a true mini spider with remarkable color and form.

A LITTLE CRABBY(Reed ’05)- 30-36” M 4”, Dor Dip, Dark red with a kind of toothy-wavy edge w/Yellow throat and midrib. It’s a true mini spider and sometimes is less than 4”.

From Brian Mahieu in Missouri-Zone 5 maybe

The hardiness of Brian’s plants is legendary, not to mention the simply fantastic colors and forms. All of his creations have different looks, so one is not getting a cookie-cutter array of similar plants. I’ll discuss two of them.

DARKEST BEFORE DAWN (Mahieu ’05)- 30” M 8”, Sev Dip, Black purple, velvety w/White picotee edge on all segments and lemon-chartreuse throat, crispate UF. It’s a nocturnal, super-extended bloomer that takes 2-3 days to open fully and in cool weather may stay open for 48 hours! It’s also sunfast.

CORAL HUMMINGBIRD (Mahieu ’03)- 40” MLA 6”, Dor Dip, Salmon/coral w/Rose eye, crispate UF. It has a distinctly asymmetrical look and is pod and pollen fertile.

From Tim Herrington in Georgia- Zone 8

Don’t let Tim’s plants from zone 8 intimidate you. Every single one of his and Katie Sue’s not only grows well here, but thrives. For those of you who like miniatures, this one will not disappoint. It’s also a long bloomer. Here in Brookside gardens it bloomed from June 22nd to July 30th, and again from August 10th to September 17th.

LITTLE BOSSMAN (T. Herrington ’05)- 20”-2.75”, Sev Dip, Saffron yellow w/Light cocoa eye. Here the eye tends toward dark orange.
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From Clover in Arkansas- Zone 6

All of Anna Clover’s plants are special. She offers spiders, unusual forms and polytepals, and all grow well here. My most favorite is not in any of those categories.

MEHTA (Clover ’02)- 42” M 8”, Sev Dip, Pale lavender self w/Yellow throat, very slightly ruffled. While not an unusual form, it appeals to me because of its open, narrow form. In addition, it’s one of the most ethereal flowers I’ve ever seen. Truly a very special plant from a very talented lady.

From Jan Joiner in Georgia- Zone 8

Jan and Enman Joiner’s plants enjoy a reputation of hardiness here on Long Island. Long a leading doubles hybridizer, Jan has in recent years been producing unique flowers sometimes called double spiders or double unusual forms. Whatever their names, the plants are truly special. While there is no class for this form yet, I predict a number of hybridizers (including yours truly) will take up the quest. Even Patrick Stamile has one in his ’06 catalog, and it’s a Tet to boot!

SEBASTIAN THE CRAB (J. Joiner ’04)- Evr Dip, 32” M 8”, Apricot cream self Double. There are definitely more colors in its makeup, and describing its appearance is an exercise in futility. Needless to say, its wild, unusual form….always doubling….must be seen to be appreciated.

From Patrick Stamile in Florida-Zone 9

I know, I know, some LIDS members have reported less than satisfactory results using Patrick’s and Grace’s plants. Nevertheless, I have a number of them that have grown quite well and I’m always willing to give the newer introductions a chance. This year two of his plants have been outstanding and I think they will grow and prosper here.

FREE WHEELIN’ (P. Stamile ’05)- 34” EE 9”, Sev Tet, Medium yellow w/Burgundy eye, Spider. This was sensational, with 9” blooms and a wingspan of at least 12”, every bloom perfectly formed on straight, strong scapes.

FROG’S EYE (P. Stamile ’05)- 38” EE 8.5”, Sev Tet, Lavender w/Huge green throat, spatulate UF. The dense green throat is enormous. Its main color was more of a peach, but that may revert to lavender as it matures.

From Elizabeth Shooter in North Carolina-Zone 7 0r 8

Plants from Marietta Gardens thrive here. John, Faye and Elizabeth hit all the bases each year with bagels, open forms and unusual forms. I have chosen one for its outstanding per-
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formance in ’05.

COOL ISLAND BREEZE (E. Shooter ’03)- 33” LA 7”, Dor Dip, Cream-yellow green polychrome w/Light peach midribs. This multi-toned beauty was at least 8” in diameter. No, it isn’t a spider or unusual form, but a beautifully sculpted and ruffled extra large flower. Magnificent!

From Bobby Baxter in North Carolina- Zone 7

Bobby pops out some amazing flowers, some of which are spiders, but his specialty is polytepals. For those who are interested in polys, check out his website to see the many varieties. You’ll chuckle when you see some of the names. The one I have chosen is his best in my opinion.

CAROLINA FLYING POLY POSSUM (Baxter ’02)- 24” E 7”, Evr Dip, Pastel yellow w/Soft red eye, polytepal. This hasn’t reached its listed 7” size yet, but it is 100% polytepal with great ruffling and perfect form every time.

From Jim Murphy in Virginia- Zone 6b

Those who were lucky enough to hear Jim’s talk last April know the many wonderful flowers he has produced. All do extremely well here. I will discuss two of his.

MARGO REED INDEED (Murphy ’04)- 28” Mla 7.5”, Sev Dip, Cream white cascade unusual form. If there is such a thing as a quintessential flower, this might fit the title for near white unusual form. Beautifully ruffled, it might even satisfy those among you who are not SPUF fans. Simply incredible!

CROOKED (Murphy ’05)- 59” LA 6”, Dor Dip, Gold-orange w/Red eye, green throat, single 60% of the time, double 40%. In addition, each scape has a crook, bend or loop! This one has more attributes than a Penthouse Pet! Zowee!

From George Rasmussen on Long Island-Zone 7a

What can I say about George’s flowers that hasn’t already been said? Well, I might point out that while George’s production is not large, with only two or three introductions each year, he is always moving ahead, coming up with very special flowers each time. It would be safe to say that he has indeed entered the world of unusual forms, and I say Bravo! Here is one of them and I truly believe it will be great. I don’t think George will ever be able to meet the demand for it.

KING’S GOLDEN TREASURE (Rasmussen ’04)- 36” M 10”, Sev Tet, Gold self, an unusual form, probably best described as sometimes crispate and at other times cascading. There 
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are other larger flowers out there, but this beauty sits proudly atop very strong scapes as though on a throne. I do believe it has exceeded 10” in some gardens on Long Island. Fantastic!

From Kemberly Roberts in Mississippi-Zone 7 or 8

Known predominantly among SPUF addicts, Kem is quietly turning out magical creations with odd names like JIMMY’S BASSBAIT and JUANTING JUNEBUG BAIT. Many of her plants are named after fishing lures since her hubby is an avid bass fisherman. But there’s nothing fishy about her flowers! For instance, I offer this one.

FIESTA FLIPPINBAIT (K. Roberts ’05)- 29” EM 9”, Sev Dip, Sherbety(orange) w/Scarlet band, a cascading unusual form that is 25% polytepal. In its first year here, flowers were around 8”, with a wingspan of 11”. Who knows where it will go next year? Mind Boggling!

From George Doorakian in Massachusetts- Zone 5

George seems to have turned out many flowers. Curiously only a few are publicized. One of the best is a near white bagel.

NANCY BRITZ (Doorakian ’02)- 27” M 5.5”, Dor Dip, Near white, diamond dusted w/Pink highlights and an intense green throat that extends 30% onto the petals. It has great substance, with slight ruffling and delicate ribbing. If you’re looking for white, this is sensational!

From Gary Schaben in Minnesota-Zone 4

Gary breeds for cold hardiness, but his flowers are beautiful as well. Two good examples are NORTH WIND DANCER and NORTH WIND DRIFTER. This is my selection for ’05.

NORTH WIND BILLET DOUX (Schaben ’05)- 28” M 5”, Dor Dip, A narrow open form of Raspberry/violet with pale ruffled edges, a green throat w/patterned eye of grey/lavender. A truly sophisticated flower. 

From Bob Schwarz on long Island-Zone 6b/7a

Bob’s Tet Unusual Forms are legendary. Bred and grown right here on our own home turf they are super hardy as well as beautiful. They increase rapidly.

PRINCESS KUKACHIN (B. Schwarz ’05)- 38” LA 7”, Dor Tet, Light lavender w/Pale, almost- white ruffled petal edges and raised midribs. It’s not a consistent unusual form, but a lovely narrow open form that at times is a pinched crispate. A very classy flower in all respects.
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Quote of the Season

“The most noteworthy thing about gardeners is that they are always optimistic, always enterprising, and never satisfied. They always look forward to doing something better than they have ever done before.”

                                       Vita Sackville-West

Recipe of the Season
From the Gastritic Gourmet

+Shrimp and White Bean Salad+

1. Cut 4 oz. Bacon into ½-inch pieces, peel and devein 1 pound medium shrimp. Cook bacon* in a large skillet over medium-high heat until golden. Add shrimp, and season with salt and pepper; cook until opaque, 5 minutes. Transfer to a serving bowl. 2. In a small bowl whisk together ½ tsp dried marjoram, 3 tbsp olive oil, 1-1/2 tbsp white-wine vinegar and 1 tsp grainy mustard; season with salt and pepper. 3. Add 2 cans (15 oz. each) drained and rinsed cannellini beans** and 8 oz. salad greens to shrimp; toss with vinaigrette as desired. 

*I recommend using Wellshire Farms uncured, dry-rubbed bacon. Contains no nitrates or nitrites. Available at Trader Joe’s. 

**You may use any small white beans, whether they be cannelloni or navy beans. Goya and Bush’s are top quality and are recommended. 

The Gastritic Gourmet also recommends a fruity, dry white wine to accompany the salad. Perhaps a fine Sauvignon Blanc from New Zealand(Babich or Monkey Bay), or a Pinot Gris from California(Gallo of Sonoma).

USEFUL ONLINE DAYLILY RESOURCES

Patriotdaylilysociety.org- Go to the Members’ Introductions and seedlings page to see Bobbie Brooks’ flowers

Daylily.net/piedmontperennials- This is the website of Margo Reed and Jim Murphy

Daylily.net/gardens/herringtondaylilies-To see the introductions of Tim & Kati Sue Herrington

Joinergardens.com-To view Jan Joiner’s flowers

Floydcove.com- The website of Patrick and Grace Stamile
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Marietta gardens.com- The website of John, Faye and Elizabeth Shooter

Happymoosegardens.com-To view Bobby Baxter’s numerous polytepals and spiders

Daylilyspider.com- The website of Kemberly Roberts and her amazing SPUFs

Daylily.net/gardens/noreastdaylilies-To view the intros of George Doorakian

Northernexposuregarden.com-To see Gary Schaben’s northern hardy flowers

Quarterpole.com/gallery/album33?- These are the photo albums of Debi Kral, one of the best photographers of daylilies. In addition, you’ll find pics of other flowers, pets and horses. Her work is superb.

http://photos.yahoo.com/chrispnpt- The photo albums of our own Chris Peterson. Great photos of not only dayliiles, but other flowers, nature, Long Island, family, etc.

daylilymecca.homestead.com- A complete listing of gardens, maps, tours, dates, travel, etc for Mecca

bhphotovideo.com-Website of one of the best sources for both film and digital cameras and accessories. Prices are extremely fair, and service is topnotch.

http://photos.yahoo.com/johnny2049- Photo albums of John Stahl, featuring daylilies, other plants, birds and insects, pets, fall foliage, scrimshaw.

DAYLILY CULTURE

In the Fall/Winter 2005 issue of the Newsletter a number of hints regarding fertilizing were presented for your edification. This time I have a few brief comments about a product that seems to have many benefits and is worthy of your attention. It’s called Doug’s Daylilies Organic Wash, and is 100% organic, non flammable, non hazardous and non toxic. This is a concentrate that is mixed with water to form a spray solution. Many commercial tomato growers use it with excellent results. I use it as a method for combating thrips. With many soap sprays the natural waxy coating is washed off the plant so that while eliminating a pest, you are also depriving the plant of that natural protection. For those who plant seeds, it helps eliminate damping off in seedlings. My recent experience with it in regard to planting seeds is that it seems to promote extremely rapid germination and growth. On February 2nd I soaked seeds that had been refrigerated since September in a solution for about one hour. The seeds were then planted in coir (see below) which was saturated with the same solution. On February 7th there was germination. By February 10th there was growth of 2 to 3 inches. Compared to last year’s seeds, which were hydrated in water for two weeks to allow them to sprout before planting, this year’s seeds are at least five weeks ahead!!  It contains extracts of natural plants-soy, corn, grain, potatoes and non-ion surfactants. It is made in the USA. One of the best benefits in using this product is its ability to make other chemicals work better. Either by mixing this ( for instance) with a fungicide, or by using it before treatment, you increase the effectiveness by at least a third, thus saving money or extending the time between sprayings. More information can be obtained by calling Doug at (352)795-4417, or going to his website at www.dougsdayliliesnursery.com and clicking on the Daylilys Organic Solution button.
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One other product that must be mentioned in regard to planting seeds and cuttings is coir. This is quite simply the best planting medium I have found. Perfect for planting seeds or cuttings, it’s sterile and free from all weeds and other nasties. It is coconut fiber, a completely natural byproduct of the coconut growing industry of Sri Lanka. It retains moisture, but is very porous to allow for good air circulation and healthy root development. It improves other potting mixes when you blend them together. I have never had any

fungus gnat problems when using coir. If you do use it as a planting medium for seeds, be aware that it has

no nutrients. Therefore, once seeds have sent up green shoots, fertilization is necessary. A liquid fertilizer such as Miracle Gro is advised. Coir is available from www.kinsmangarden.com. Just look for the coco-fiber bricks. Each compressed brick makes two gallons of planting medium, and they are relatively inexpensive at around $7 for three bricks.

Convention Time

By Melanie D. Vassallo

Gazing out the window at the remnant patches of snow, it’s hard to imagine that our convention is just around the corner. But my dear friends, hard as it is to believe, it really is here! When we first began talk of a convention six years ago, 2006 seemed such a distant date. So now that it’s here, what are we going to do?

Although you might not have been aware of all the preparations being done, plans have been growing like weeds these last few years. Many of our members have jumped on the bandwagon and taken on much needed tasks such as designing art-work, ordering convention gear, preparing gardens, taking registrations, signing up as bus captains and so much more.

By the time you read this our buses have been contracted, the lunches finalized, banquets planned down to the tablecloth and theme, and open garden listings sent out. This is just a tip of the iceberg. And yet, there is still lots of work to be done and lots of fun to be had. We need to firmly set a time schedule at the registration table, enlist a few helpers in the boutique at the hotel, sign-up some hardy souls to handle gift plants the week of the convention, assign dead-headers for various gardens and so much more.

Our up coming meetings will be based around every little detail that we can think up and your ideas and your involvement will only help in making this the convention of a lifetime. Check your meeting notices carefully, it’s safe to say that there will be a planning meeting almost every month from now on. Many of them will be before the regular club meetings on Saturdays.

As it stands right now, our registration numbers are in the high 300’s and we are seriously looking at the possibility of a sell out. Who would have thought that so many people wanted to see how we grow daylilies on Long Island?

Please come to our meetings this spring and bring your date book or calendar with you. We

                                                                  11.

would love to have you join us throughout this exciting event. Whether you are a baker, digger, envelope stuffer, or just have a friendly face, we need you!

Dreaming of daylilies,

Melanie

                                                 Members’ Top Ten Daylilies
Since we have only received lists of top ten daylilies from thirteen members, the full-blown poll won’t appear until later in the year. Instead we’ll put in the lists from several members in this issue, and follow up in future issues.

John Price- ALWAYS A PLEASURE, ALL AMERICAN CHIEF, DOUBLE BOURBON, FERENGI GOLD, KING GEORGE, MOONLESS NIGHT, ON SILKEN THREAD, PRIMAL SCREAM, PUMPKIN MOONSHINE, SPIDER MIRACLE.

Mary Kay Denman-AUTUMN WOOD, BEAUTIFUL EDGINGS, BLACK JACK CHERRY, DIVINE MADNESS, JEALOUS REFINEMENT, KILLER, RISEN STAR, STAR SPANGLED, VESUVIAN, YAZOO WILD VIOLET.

Mary Lovasz- CHANCE ENCOUNTER, DENA MARIE, DINNER AND A MOVIE, EL DESPERADO, ISLE OF CAPRI, KEY TO MY HEART, LAURA HARWOOD, SABINE BAUR, SPACECOAST STARBURST, WINGS OF CHANCE.

Carolyn Young- CAMEROONS, JEAN LEE, LOVE THOSE EYES, MOON DAZZLE, NIVA GUEST, PEACOCK MAIDEN, SANDRA ELIZABETH, SNICKEL FRITZ, SOUTH SEAS, SPIDER MIRACLE.

Joan Rasmussen- ADORABLE TIGER, DELICATELY YOURS, FRANK GLADNEY, GOLD CHARM, JEANNE FITTON, LAVENDER ILLUSION, MODERN DESIGN, PRIMAL SCREAM, PURE AND SIMPLE, SOLAR MUSIC.

George Rasmussen- EARLY SNOW, FLAMING WILDFIRE, ISLAND CARDINAL, JEANNE FITTON, JUDY JUDY, KING GEORGE, LAVENDER HEARTTHROB, MOONLESS NIGHT, ROCK SOLID, SOLAR MUSIC.

Well fellow hemaholics, painful as it may be, it’s time to draw this issue to a close. So as the sun pulls away from the shore, and our boat sinks slowly in the west, it’s adieu, auf wiedersehen, ciao and toodleloo until next time.

.  

