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Preparing for the August Plant Sale


Paul Limmer








�
(Editor’s note: Paul wrote this article three days before our plant sale.)





W


e are in the midst of heavy preparations for LIDS Public Plant Sale this Sunday, August 15th at Old Westbury Gardens. Caught a wondrous sight today. Stood back for awhile and watched 30 people, maybe more, digging, trimming, washing, drying, splitting, bagging, labeling, pricing, etc., thousands of daylilies. People from all walks of life, every economic level, all different personalities, all working together, chatting, laughing, gossiping (daylily people DO gossip), and really enjoying themselves.........  .......................... Truly a heart warming sight. No one complaining, no one moaning, everyone pitching in to make our sale a success. Don't often get a chance to see folks hard at work and having a good time doing it.  Looked like a scene out of a movie. Wish you all could see it. Wish I could capture the image for all of you. Makes me appreciate daylilies all the more. This is what daylilies are about, and we have three more days of this. (


�



Ron Valente at the April Meeting


Paul Limmer


�
T


he Long Island Daylily Society was treated to a wonderful presentation by Ron Valente (silent "e") in April. Ron touched upon everything from greenhouse growing in harsh Maine conditions (his is an ambient greenhouse, meaning no heat most of the winter), to daylily genetics (even using punnett squares) to predict the percent of dormancy to evergreen in his crosses. He is close to being able to predict what will phenotypically emerge from a particular cross. He, of course, wowed the crowd with the obligatory "pretty faces" slide routine. The influence of Steve Moldovan was obvious in many of Ron's beautiful and very hardy creations. Ron Valente will be a very well known hybridizer very shortly as the NEDS folks can attest, if he isn't already. Friday night, I wanted to show Ron that Maine is not the only place with great seafood and so off to Popeii's (correct spelling) we went, where we feasted on everything that swam or crawled in the ocean. Maine is pretty tough to beat for "seafood" but we did make an impression. (


�






�
Daylilies - Kosovo


Carol Ramsden


�
M


y husband and I had a very enjoyable time at the Region 4 Meeting. We were able to visit five of the open gardens as well as participate in all of the great activities arranged by NEDS. However, after the business meeting on Saturday evening, I had a nagging feeling and I couldn’t quite figure out why. When I tried to put my thoughts into words they sounded so trivial that I pushed them out of my mind and let it go, or so I thought!





A few days later I was listening to the news, a reporter was interviewing a young woman. He asked her why she was returning to Kosovo. Didn’t she realize that her home was gone and there was nothing left for her in Kosovo? She carefully explained to him that she wanted to experience freedom in her own country. Think about it. Would she have minded sitting a few minutes longer to hear the Treasurer’s report? Would she have minded the time spent discussing the by-laws motion? Have we become so apathetic that we are willing to set aside the rules, stop discussing when viewpoints are different, and push things through to achieve what we want for the sake of time?





I can’t help thinking about the men and women who have sacrificed so much through the years so we can enjoy the simple pleasures of gardening, attending meetings, traveling without restrictions and just being with our friends. I know now that I should have been more verbal that evening and voiced my opinions, for that I am sorry! (


�



A Report on the May Auction


Bob Stanton


�
O


n Tuesday, May 11, we had our members only auction. I guess I was suffering from exam lag, because I thought I carefully set up everything I had to take with me. I now make up name tags for the new members, as well as old members who want the new style with an actual daylily picture, and I brought the new tags. Several of the jobs were custom: Dan Mahony got the not yet introduced Dan Trimmer cultivar DAN MAHONY; George and Joan Rasmussen have a picture of George's ADORABLE TIGER, while Debby Dullahan has Isabel Hibbard's DR. DEBBY. Yes, I brought the new tags, but forgot my own. All the plants I divided to bring to the sales table were packed in the car. The Lauren Vassallo seeding that came from a pod on VELVET SHADOWS that Melanie gave me was big enough to divide, so I gave a double fan to Lauren; she was thrilled. By the way, I use a picture of that flower on many of the name tags. So I thought I had everything, but I didn't have my checkbook, and there was about $35 in my wallet. Not exactly enough to go to war, considering the big guns out there. We did have the $3 sales table, but when the call came at intermission to raid the table, I got there somewhat late. There wasn't anything that I wanted by the time I arrived. However, there was a three cultivar limit, and someone who picked up too many plants had to but Dave Kirchoff's ZINFINDEL back, so I snapped it up. I figured that would be it, since the bidding was very intense in the first part of auction. After intermission, the competitive bidding remained intense for a while, but then people started to poop out, or maybe it was their wallets. So near the end, George Rasmussen's RAGING TIGER came up for bid, and I got it. Overall I spent $21. Not the $830 that one of our other members spent, but I felt pretty good. When I was about to leave, with my two plants, Pat Shomer, with three boxes of plants, said, "Is that all you got?" I explained my financial limitations, and she said, "Oh Bob, you could have bought more, we know you are good for it." 





Let's get to some other happenings  at the auction. First, Mare Miller came with a piece of black tape over her Daylily e-mail robin logo on her name tag. Her computer was destroyed, apparently by the Chernobyl virus, and she is still waiting for her source to get her a new one. So she's on nomail for a while. However, she did quite well at the auction. Pat Sayers made a strategic move early, and it paid off. Roswitha Waterman always advises us to sit in the back row, but Pat was near the front at the beginning, and lost out for one hotly contested plant. Pat then moved to the back row, and was frequently successful after that. When you are in the back row, you can see everyone who is bidding in front of you. Exotics were hot; Webster's SUN BALL and COSMIC RAY sold for $80 and $70 respectively. Clayton Burkey's cultivars likewise did well. When LOLA BRANHAM came up for bid, Melanie Vassallo's card went up before the bidding started. It sold for $110; I don't recall, but I don't think Melanie won it. Burkey's JURASSIC SPIDER sold for $70 and STARMAN'S QUEST went for $45. If I'm not mistaken, ADORABLE TIGER brought the top price at $150; this is one outstanding daylily. Some members were anticipating a bidding war for George's JUDY JUDY; I was surprised that it only went for $110. Matt Kaskel spoke here in March and generously donated some plants. They all did well, including TWO PART HARMONY and SENEGAL, each selling for $100, and IDA'S BRAID, which brought $95.





The auction was enhanced by Paul Limmer's entertaining style. When RADAR LOVE came up for bid, Paul said, "It has a wire white edge, sometimes it shows, sometimes it doesn't, depending on the alignment of the stars." The daylily FIFTY GOLDEN YEARS was bought by Jack Passauer for $30. Paul asked Jack how long he was married, and Jack replied "Going on 50 years." Paul responded, "We could have got $200 for it." For one large daylily, Paul said "Look at the size of that pot, you could sleep in that pot." A member shouted from the audience, "You may have to." One final bit of repartee; after losing to the same person in the bidding once too often, one of our members cried in frustration "Your hand never goes on the down position!"





Well, it's time  my hand was in the down position. (


�









Photos





Right: PASSION’S PROMISE, photo taken in Pat Sayer’s garden, midafternoon on a 95 degree day.





Far right: George Rasmussen seedling whose first bloom generated raves at our show. This photo was taken in the Rasmussen garden, a couple of days later.





Both photos by Bob Stanton.
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An analysis of the May Auction


Tom Ramsden�


�
T


he 1999 LIDS Auction brought in a total of $5475.00. After paying for plants, potting mix and stationary, LIDS realized a profit of S2905.00. Rumor and gossip suggests that many plants were overpriced, the auction prices were way too high, and that the bidding got way out of hand; but what is the real story?





Compared with Eureka’s average prices, you can see that we paid less; 40 plants were lower and only 12 were higher. The winning bids at the auction present a similar picture. A total of 49 plants in the auction sold at a lower price, 9 at the same, while only 31 were higher. This seems to show that there were many good buys!





So where did the profit come from? There were 33 gift plants with a Eureka value of $2115.00. We also had gift plants from LIDS members and sales from the $3.00 table.








More food for thought! Many plants were growing in pots and had more than two fans; better quality and value than you receive through the mail. Remember the finger sized plants that you receive from some of the major hybriders after spending $100 - $200? You could even keep your auction plants in a pot and plant them at your convenience. They will then bloom in the pot and you can then plant them in the fall. Just ask Carolyn Young!





So the “Real Story” seems to be very different from the rumors and gossip. Not only are we able to purchase top quality new plants at below the market price, but we are able to have a good time as well. Isn’t the idea to get together, enjoy the auction, food and company while still making a profit? See you next year at a great event.





S. What about these buys?








�



PLANT�
HYBRIDIZER�
YEAR�
COST�
AUCTION�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
Etched Eyes�
Kaskel�
1997�
$60.00�
$40.00�
�
Strawberry Eyes�
Kirby�
1995�
$53.00�
$15.00�
�
White Christmas�
Stamile�
1993�
$40.00�
$27.00�
�
Cosmic Splendor�
Benz�
1993�
$50.00�
$30.00�
�
Purple Treasure�
Carpenter�
1995�
$50.00�
$25.00�
�
Siloam Romona January�
Henry�
1996�
$75.00�
$55.00�
�
Magnificent Rainbow�
Stamile�
1997�
$95.00�
$42.00�
�
Two Part Harmony�
Kaskel/Trimmer�
1998�
$100.00�
$45.00�
�
English Cameo�
Stamile�
1996�
$80.00�
$40.00�
�
Grand Marshal�
Brown�
1993�
$100.00�
$35.00�
�
Proper Stranger�
Santa Lucia�
1995�
$100.00�
$45.00�
�
First Knight�
Salter�
1995�
$100.00�
$50.00�
�



 (
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The July Garden Tours


Mare Miller


�
W


hat a wonderful weekend for LIDS, the garden tours are the highlight of the summer. I really wish I could have made them all, but I did get to a couple.





I went to Pat Sayer's place on Saturday. What a lovely place to be, even though it was extremely hot, thank heavens for the shade that was there for


some of the senior members, the heat must have been rough on some of them. I really enjoyed looking at all her daylilies and some of her gorgeous seedlings, wow! She has a fairly new perennial bed that called me over to it and I saw a plant that she so graciously offered to give to me. I even got a ride in that super golf cart of hers that she used to drive members all around in. What a great idea, it was a nice treat for me to see her gardens. Such gorgeous property she has. I didn't know where to look first! Everyone had a terrific time there, thanks very much Pat. 





On Sunday I drove to Paul Limmer's, I was glad to see the billboard begging people to take the free compost was gone. I was hoping there would be an even bigger sign begging people to take all these huge clumps of daylilies off his hands, but I guess he didn't have a chance to get that one up yet. But that didn't stop some people from writing down what they liked anyway!





Paul had a sign welcoming people to the garden and he also put up the three lovely Rich Haynes daylily prints; which was a nice touch. And they held up all day in the sun and didn't melt like the real ones do! Rich does lovely work!  Paul's yard looked wonderful, there was enough shade for everyone to escape to. And what can I say about those daylily clumps? They are huge clumps, and none are older than 3 years! So much for the thinking that evergreens won't grow and flourish up here! Just take a ride to Paul's and you will see for yourself. Guess no one has told his daylilies that yet!





 I saw a drop dead gorgeous bloom of ISLE OF ZANZIBAR, I had the FFO of it in my garden the day before and it held up fine all day in that oppressive heat; I love that plant, it is beautiful. All of Paul's plants looked great, and he has such great increase from plants he only planted last fall, it's incredible. Must be all that compost and horse manure. Now that I took "ALL" of his compost left in his driveway, perhaps I will have a few clumps of my own next spring, what do you think, Paul? 





Everyone had a great time yesterday, we talked daylilies and drank a lot of liquids and talked daylilies some more. Paul, everyone really enjoyed your garden, we all liked it very much, you done good!





 And you all would be missing out if I did not mention one garden that I did not get a chance to get to this weekend, but I did see Melanie Vassallo's the weekend before.  She has 275 feet of driveway with perennial beds on both sides going down to the house. Just wonderful CLUMPS of gorgeous perennials of all kinds, including many daylilies, a true feast for the eye. And I saw her seedlings blooming, some of which made me wish I'd brought my drool bucket! And my camera! What a paradise on LI her yard is. And a very nice place to sit and watch Frankie the Lawn guy! Melanie, I'll be over Wednesday morning! 





 Thank you Pat, Paul and Melanie and to all the other LIDS members who opened up their homes and yards to us. I can't remember a weekend that topped this. Well, the LIDS flower show last weekend tied it!  (








�



Sydney Eddison on Long Island


Bob Stanton


�
I


n mid July, Sydney Eddison, author of A Passion for Daylilies, spoke at Martin Viette Nursery on Long Island. I arrived at the lecture tent about ten minutes early, and she immediately introduced herself to me. When she found out that I was a Long Island Daylily Society member, she said that I would have to assist her with her talk. I was flattered; Sydney became an instant friend.





Sydney began growing daylilies 39 years ago; they were the first perennials that did well for her. This points out how tough these plants are; as a then inexperienced gardener, she had killed roses and other plants. Befitting her book, she briefly related the history of the plant. Daylilies are native to China, Japan and other Asian countries. It is suspected that the roots, being thick and fleshy, resembled ginger, and were brought to Europe via the spice trade as a possible food source. The early history in this country comprised the two species LEMON LILY and FULVA. FULVA, the common "ditch lily", is exceptionally vigorous and has the undesirable trait of spreading by runners. The main credit for introducing the modern daylily goes to Dr. Arlow B. Stout of the New York Botanical Garden. Dr. Stout was a horticulturist studying plant sterility, and he had plenty to work with in species daylilies. He realized that if he could breed these plants, there was potential for greater variety. So he procured more species from Asia, hybridized, and the result was 97 new varieties. We all know  the result of continued breeding.





Much of the talk, while appropriate to the audience, goes over ground that is familiar to our club members. However, the portion of Sydney’s presentation on companion plants is worth reviewing. Daylily foliage looks good in the spring, and of course the flowers are beautiful in the summer, but the period after they bloom can be unsightly. One recommendation is to plant daylilies behind coreopsis, to hide the foliage in the fall. On several occasions, ornamental grasses were recommended as a complement to daylilies. One interesting idea was to use Russian sage in front. While this is a tall plant, there are plenty of gaps that permit the plants behind to be seen. Other recommended plants were liatris, buddleia, lavender blue phlox, heliotrope, nicotiana, and sedum Autumn Joy. She actually formed one combination for us; the daylily ICE CARNIVAL, red twig dogwood and ornamental grass. It was a very nice mix.





Once Sydney got to the part of daylily culture, I was called to the stage. She graciously yielded to me to give a brief talk on the Long Island Daylily Society. Then she described how do plant and care for daylilies. A lot of emphasis was placed on using a mulch over the plants. At one point, she recommended compost; not thinking about the fact that I was wearing a white shirt, I held up a large bag of Long Island Compost. I then had a white shirt with brown specks. Oh well, it will wash out. I also assisted in the dividing of a clump. (I later mentioned this to Roswitha Waterman, and she said, "Well, you are well qualified to do that." I had assisted her at the LIDS plant clinic the previous August.) However, while Roswitha favors the use of a screwdriver, Sidney recommended the use of two forks, back to back. If one turns the plant on its side, there is less risk of damaging the roots.





If the talk was intended to interest people in daylilies, it was a great success. After the presentation, five individuals came up to me to request membership in LIDS. Unfortunately, I didn't have any membership forms, but I took down names and addresses; hopefully some or all of those people are now a part of our group.(


�



�
Peat, Petit and … Martha Stewart?


Paul Limmer


�
T


he Long Island Daylily Society hosted the duo of John Peat and Ted Petit the first weekend of June. I think they enjoyed their visit to Long Island almost as much as we did them.





In the morning I took John and Ted to a private tour of Old Westbury Gardens and the magnificent Phipps Mansion. One of our LIDS members, Dan Mahony (yes the Dan Trimmer intro DAN MAHONY, is named for him), is a OWG big wig and took us on a fascinating tour. I had been through it before but really enjoyed our guests reaction to his stories about the Phipps family and the estate. While at the estate we visited the LIDS daylily growing fields, where a Martha Stewart commercial was being filmed. We were a bit upset, as they had set up in the middle of our lined out cultivars and had trampled many plants and removed a goodly number of name tags. Fortunately we have site maps, but rest assured all damages will be covered by the film company. Dan and I spoke to one of their representatives who assured us "everything will be made right". A late brunch hosted by robin member Pat Sayers was wonderful and we stuffed ourselves as usual. 





I loaded Ted  and John with trinkets for their garden workers, drove them to the Islip Airport, hugged and said our good-byes and they were off to Florida. John’s presentation, comparing Canada with Florida was fascinating, but Ted's presentation and delivery was very special. His new direction, intricate eye patterns, had all of us blinking twice. Many of us thought we were looking at a Liz Salter show. His "edges dripping with gold" program is still at the forefront, but I believe his "eyed" seedlings and some of his "carved throats" will keep him busy for some time to come and our checkbook balances near zero. (well close, anyway). What a great weekend!!!!!! (
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�
Some Humor from the Regional Meeting


Complied by Bob Stanton


�
M


elanie Mason, describing a plant that never increases: "It's a sit and knit plant."





R


oy Woodhall, describing a florescent orange seedling: "Helen Keller could see that daylily at midnight."





R


on Valente, with a hybridizing tip: "ED BROWN will put edges on a fencepost."





A


udience member, at auction, after Paul Limmer won one of the first daylilies up for bid: "Paul, why don't you just stick your number up on the wall!"


A


uctioneer Phil Reilly, having only the last name of the hybridizer, "MR. BUBBLES, hybridized by Bob Schwarz." A murmur ensued in the audience and Phil corrected the error: "hybridized by Mimi, who's married to Mr. Bubbles. Does she peek when he's taking a bath?"





A


 hosta in a clay pot was being auctioned. Carolyn Young asked "Is it rabbit proof?" Phil replied, "It's in a rabbit proof clay pot!"





B


ob Carr's description of summer: "when a half gallon of ice cream turns into a single serving container." (


�
And What Comes Next?


Fred Fallman


Clermont, Florida 








May your reblooms be abundant


As you count them one by one.


And may you recount the pleasures


As the season's finally done.


Take your videos and pictures


And the ribbons you have won


To remember all the friendships


(You must have made a ton).


And as you do the walking


Around your garden place


Take time to share with others


That is a touch of grace. (














Dr. Robert O. Stanton


LIDS Newsletter


4 Brook Path


Plainview, NY 11803-3710
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