LIDS NEWSLETTER
John Stahl, Editor    Fall 2007

____________________________________________________________
Greetings fellow hemophiles!!  It has been a banner year for LIDS, with the induction of thirty-seven new members!! It was indeed refreshing to see the number of younger folks who are interested in growing our beloved hems. We look forward to seeing new members joining in and participating in many events.

We were fortunate here in the east to have a good bloom season, unhampered by many of the natural occurrences that may have affected some of our daylily colleagues in the midwest, south and far west-- floods, drought, forest fires and the like.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Three Inspirational Gardens

 By Rae Consigli

They say that imitation is the sincerest form of flattery. With last year’s LIDS National still fresh in my mind, the wonderful gardens we visited, and a long cold winter to brood upon a new garden plan. I made three changes in our 2007 gardens reminiscent of some features I particularly admired in the gardens of Carolyn Young, Melanie Vassallo and Pat Sayers.

In a relatively inconspicuous corner of Carolyn’s garden a cleverly wrought garden swing sat in the shade. I took a photo of the frame, which supported the swing, as I had intentions of installing a quiet spot in our newly established garden. I knew I had the perfect porch swing rescued from the sale of our Oneonta home just looking for a sturdy frame to rest upon.  Our good friend and neighbor, Bob Smith, examined the photo and then kindly constructed and helped install a lattice-enclosed frame for my swing, and visitors to our bed and breakfast have already discovered it. The lattice makes a sturdy trellis for two wisteria plants planted at either end. 
The whimsical touches throughout Melanie’s garden not only made me smile; they inspired some whimsy in my garden as well. I’m sure a pretty doll once sat on the small high chair that sold for $2.00 at a recent neighborhood garage sale. Now it serves as the perfect resting place for a potted plant. A defunct spinning wheel presently enhances the base of a large lilac bush. Several weather tolerant whirligigs (a bluebird with a broken wing, a riding mower [gift from our granddaughters] that says, “Nonno’s Toy” and a baseball player who swings his bat as the wind blows, always missing the ball) now have a place in my garden. The ball player is especially appropriate in a town that is home to the Baseball Hall of Fame. It also creates the whimsy I’m looking for in my new garden.
Our last project took a bit of work on Bob’s part, and we have Pat Sayers’ clever garden plan to thank for that.  One particular spot enchanted me in Pat’s garden. Photos I took reminded me that it was established in four quadrants with a focal point in the center. Each quadrant appeared to be slightly elevated from the path, which was formed with small white pebbles. With the help of a rented roto-tiller and pick axe, Bob established a twenty foot diameter circle, cleared it of grass, except for the pathways (we prefer grass to pebbles), added four crescent-shaped beds which are now the home for many of the miniature daylilies purchased from Grace Stamile and Kathy Rood last summer. NANO SECOND, BROADWAY DIVA, LITTLE SECRETS, PRECIOUS PIXIE, BOOGIE WOOGIE BLUES, LITTLE DANCING DRESS, SWEET SENACA KISSES, SENECA PRINCESS, NUTMEG ELF, ELFIN EYES and TINY PUMPKIN are now thriving happily among small garden statuary, and appear to be at home at last, after spending the winter, still in their pots, buried in leaves. All survived and seem to be content in their Pat Sayers’ inspired mini garden.

So “Thank You” Carol, Melanie and Pat. Your clever ideas generated on Long Island, our former home for many years, are now, with minor alterations and adjustments, part of our new bed and breakfast home in Cooperstown, New York.
LAST SNOWFLAKE

By George Rasmussen

Purchased from Pat Stamile in the spring of ’07, I found this plant to be the most exciting cultivar in the garden this year.

First, it’s a true late, with the first bloom on July 30th. Second, it’s a near white with good form and substance, a green-yellow edge with ruffling. It’s a six-inch flower with great branching. Third, it had two rebloom scapes on September 29th. Flowers were fully open at 7:30 A.M. with temperatures in the 50’s here in New York. Parents are KEY LIME ICE plus some cultivars with dormant blood lines. I believe this flower is a major breakthrough in lates.
Questions- Let’s see how hardy this flower proves to be come next spring, and what will be the first bloom date in 2008?
The plant is quite fertile. The exciting part is the 40 seeds in the refrigerator, a cross of LAST SNOWFLAKE X GRANDPA OSCIE. GRANDPA OSCIE is a dormant mid-late ruffled yellow form, a cross of SOLAR MUSIC X J.T. DAVIS. Now we wait two years to see these seedlings bloom.

If someone wonders what my pleasure in daylilies is, the above should answer that question.

Squirrels and Ice
By Tom Mennella

My first attempt at submitting an article for publication is the continued push to do so by Julie Wilson, a very prolific contributor in her own right. 

I first was introduced to Fanicap Gardens about 10 years ago by another HADS member, Sharon Jensen, who told me that there was more than digging roadside “tiger lilies” as a way to landscape our country home in Lake Luzerne. Little did I know back then that the quest to have every daylily known to man or woman would become an addiction.
Nowadays continuing to eradicate any remembrances of my roadside endeavors, no trips from our home on Long Island to Lake Luzerne would be complete without a slight detour via Fort Edward. So now I am in the dead of winter with some two or three plant and garden catalogs arriving weekly contemplating Squirrels and Ice.

Since joining HADS several years ago I have become a member of the Upstate Hosta Society, LIDS, The Long Island Daylily Society, LIHS, The Long Island Horticultural Society and last December my wife Vincenza and I became members of another organization, that being The New York Botanical Garden in “Da Bronx”. This past Sunday, February 25th, Vincenza and I went to the Orchid Show there, which runs through April 8th. In the Hosta Society Newsletter I saw an advertisement of a daytrip to the Orchid Show and I urge all my fellow members of HADS if at all possible don’t miss it. I took about 40 pictures before my camera batteries went dead. Words cannot adequately describe the beautiful array of orchids on display in their  natural settings. Orchids in every size, shape and color, with many for sale at the gift shop. This was just what the doctor ordered to get us through our days of Squirrels and Ice.

By now you may possibly be wondering what the h--- is meant by Squirrels and Ice.
                                                             Squirrels

Well, you see we rent a house on Long Island and the landlord must be related to Dr. Doolittle and invites every squirrel on Long Island to feed them. As such, planting on the property is throwing money to thee wind for I need not tell of the attributes of such rodents, therefore my plantings are confined to Lake Luzerne where K9s on either side of my home keep the rodents at bay. 

                                                          Ice

The North Country yields ability to plant about June 1st and surrenders it not long after Labor ay, whereupon fishermen start building their ice shanties when us Flat Landers depart. We love the North Country winter season but also know that it would take a stick of dynamite to open the soil when the Itch becomes evident as catalogs start arriving.
So now you have it—Squirrels and Ice. But Alleluia, The New York Botanical Garden came to the rescue!

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

In Memoriam- Augie Krupien
After a number of months in and out of hospitals and rehab facilities, our good friend Augie passed on to go to those rainbow fields of daylilies in the sky. He didn’t leave us without something by which to remember him…a new introduction, tentatively named IT’S UNIQUE. This gentle, knowledgeable man will be missed. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

2007 Flower Show-Through The Garden Gate
Thanks to Laura and Frank Chaloupecky, the judges and clerks and those who put out a wonderful lunch spread, our Flower Show was a big success. Over 300 flowers were judged. Here are the awards:

Best In Show
BANDIT MAN
Rich DeRocher

Best Extra Large Flower
RAINBOW TOWERS
Buck Bucklin

Best Large Flower
BANDIT MAN
Rich DeRocher

Best Small Flower           WHISTLE A HAPPY TUNE
Carol & Tom Ramsden

Best Miniature
PARDON ME
Barbara Schenk

Best Double
VIETTA
Carol & Tom Ramsden

Best Spider
KINDLY LIGHT
Carol & Tom Ramsden

Best Unusual Form
ROCKY HORROR
Buck Bucklin

Best Youth Entry
MONACAN TRAIL
Joanna Wan

Best Seedling

Carol & Tom Ramsden

Best Individual Bloom
LADY NEVA
David Turkiew

Sweepstakes

Carol & Tom Ramsden

August plant Sale
Our plant sale on August 18th was a rousing success. We surely could have used more plants, as we were sold out by 11:30, a new record!! From the very beginning the site looked somewhat like a bee hive, with many members on hand to help out. So many, in fact, that we seemed to outnumber the customers!
The Annual Picnic/Barbecue
On September 18th, the Schmidt’s hosted the LIDS annual BAR-B-Cue. With tremendous help from their friend Nancy, the Chaloupeckys, Mare Miller and countless other helpers, it was a big success. The food was wonderful, with varieties to please everyone. As usual there were many delectable desserts, including a cake disguised as an old oaken bucket, complete with a water faucet .Paul (“Legs”) Limmer did his usual masterful job of running the plant auction, convincing a number of members to bid on plants they didn’t really need! Scads of free plants were offered to new members, along with LIDS cookbooks and almost anything else that wasn’t tied down! The Potluck Luncheon looms on the November horizon. 
The Annual “Dig” and the Hofstra Flower Show
During the wee hours of Wednesday, September 26th, a hardy band of LIDS members set off on an easterly  journey to a land they never thought they would reach----Easthampton!! It’s one of those places you can’t get to from here! Their mission…to dig as many daylily clumps at Bob and Mimi Schwarz’s gardens before the lunch fairy arrived. The crew that day was Paul Limmer, Gene Moglia, George and Joan Rasmussen, Tom Lavan, and                                                     

John and Muriel Stahl, with Bob and Mimi sternly overseeing the whole escapade. (was that EGGPLANT ESCAPADE??).  Over 1000 clumps were dug, bagged, and tossed into Paul’s, Tom’s and John’s vehicles. (many thanks to Bob & Mimi). Their final destination?? The New, Unimproved, Smaller Than Ever Fall Flower Show  at Hofstra. (Who in hell has a FLOWER SHOW in September??) As some of you may know Hofstra decided to hold this flower show in September, rather than in April as in years past. In addition to the change of time, there was also a change in venue. Instead of the large, well lighted open space of the convention center, we were situated in a rather dark foreboding room with about a dozen other unsuspecting victims. I believe we did rather well, considering the lack of crowds, although there were some daylilies left over at the end to be heeled in or potted up for the future. These were truly abysmal conditions, and it boggles the mind to wonder what the show’s promoter’s were thinking. If they were actually planning to send a signal that they never wanted to hold this show again, I think they may very well have been successful. I don’t know if any of the exhibitors would ever return. One high point was the student food court which was truly amazing for its variety and quality of vittles….All kinds of hot food, crepes made to order, wonderful salad bar, even sushi made fresh! Things were never like that when I went to school.
                             John Stahl, Your Roving Reporter
The 2007 Flower Show- Winners of the Design Classes
Best in Class A- “The Cottage Garden”- Mass Arrangement- Melanie Vassallo

Best in Class B- “The Secret Garden”- Table Setting- Joan Turano

Best in Class C- “The Tropical Garden”- Modern Design- Irene Bossert

AHS Tricolor Rosette- Irene Bossert

Most Creative design (by popular vote)- The Cottage Garden- Chris Petersen

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
DIGITAL DILEMMAS & DELIGHTS
Assuming that you have downloaded digital images to your computer (shame on you if you’re still carrying around in your camera those pictures you took three 

years ago at that birthday party!!), what are you doing to save them? If the images that are in your computer hard drive are of any value, you should be taking steps to protect them. Computer hard drives do crash, and if that happens, your precious pictures may be lost. 

Tip #1- Get the Images off Your Hard Drive! Many people do not follow this basic rule. If you’re thinking “Hard drives aren’t supposed to crash”, or “People don’t ever hit the wrong key, erasing everything.” It does happen. Having said that, what do you put them on?

Tip #2- Burn the images to high-quality CD/DVD media. You don’t want to safeguard your precious family archives of images on “white box” media—the stuff that’s 10 cents a CD or 25 cents a DVD. Unbranded media has a nasty habit of becoming unusable in only a few short years of storage—probably when you need it the most. Get used to transferring images onto name-brand media….Memorex, Sony, Verbatim, etc. Verbatim is possibly the best CD/DVD medium; it has protective layers for additional protection against dust, scratching, scuffing and finger-print damage. Oh! Didn’t you know you were supposed to handle CDs and DVDs by the edges only???
Tip #3- After you have saved your images to optical media, you have to exercise some good habits to protect them. Even if you don’t believe this, the label side of the disc is the most vulnerable. Do NOT write on that side with a “Sharpie” type oil-based pen. Solvents in the ink can damage the disc and prevent it from being read. Use specially formulated water or alcohol-based marking pens. If you choose to write directly on the disc surface, use an indelible marker that is specifically made to write on CD/DVD media, such as Sharpie CD/DVD markers from Sanford Corporation. The best place to write on a disc is the small clear area immediately adjacent to the spindle hole.
Do NOT put a piece of tape or small label on the disc and write on it. If you use a pencil or ballpoint pen, the pressure from your writing may cause damage to the reflective layer which the laser has to scan. Also, no crayons or grease pencils, please!! Material from these can fly off during rotation and transfer to the drive’s mechanism, possibly rendering the drive itself totally useless. There are self-adhesive full-disc labels that are available, but that might be a topic better left till later.

Now that you’ve done everything right up to this point, please store your discs properly. Discs are amazingly durable and incredibly fragile at the same time. Unlike the floppie discs of the past, they are impervious to magnetism, and if treated kindly will hold the data longer than most of us will live. However, a small scratch can render a disc unreadable, either entirely or in part. You must protect the read surface. Jewel cases, disc sleeves, albums, etc. are some of the choices. These suggestions should get you off to a good start.

Links- Sanford: www.sanford.com
          Verbatim: www.verbatim.com
