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John Stahl, Editor ~  Spring 2008

Ah Spring! ‘ Tis the season of renewal, a rebirth after the long, cruel winter. You’ve suffered through those many weeks of gray, foreboding skies, looked at pictures of last year’s blooms, pored over those daylily catalogs, tentatively setting up plans for the new season. On March 20th, the date of the Vernal Equinox, a warm, sunny day, you look out at the garden and say, “Where in hell did all of those weeds come from!!!” So it’s off to the garden center for several bags of Preen and a determination not to let the little devils get the best of you again!! Surely things will get better, and we all look forward to a new season with wonderful blooms.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

LATES

By John Price

Here in the north, daylily blooms peak in July, then fade rapidly. As a result most gardens have very few blooms in August and September. Have you ever felt disappointed in this, wishing you could have lots of blooms in August, and even in September?

Many people feel this way, and some are taking steps to promote late blooming and reblooming daylilies. Diane Pruden, in Michigan, gave a presentation to our Society two years ago on the late bloomers in her garden. This fall she reported that she had 47 different cultivars blooming on August 27th!

Many hybridizers, both professional and amateur, are attempting to produce more lates and rebloomers. Jim Murphy and Margo reed, for instance, are concentrating on breeding “season extenders”, including earlies, lates, rebloomers and long bloomers. I’m a rank beginner, but this year I made many crosses in late August and September, hoping to produce lates. These include AUTUMN ODDITY, AUTUMN ACCENT, LATE HONEY BEE, MASCARA SNAKE, MARGARET PERRY, AUGUST ORANGE, SANDRA ELIZABETH, BOOGIE MY WOOGIE BABY, LATE LATE SHOW, AUGUST FLAME, FRANS HALS, LAURA HARWOOD, AUTUMN MINARET, PARDON ME, PLEASANT SURPRISE, LITTLE CADET, HEAVENLY DREAMS and two species; H. Multiflora and H. Sempervirens rubrum.

Additional lates mentioned by others include MOKAN FALL FEST, LAST SNOWFLAKE, VOLCAN FUEGO, SIMMERING ELEPHANTS, OLFACTORY                 
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EVIDENCE, AFTER A WHILE CROCODILE, PURPLE CORN DANCER  and FAT LADY SINGS.

Our late gardens can also be enriched by rebloomers. I’ll mention a few daylilies reported to rebloom here in the north. These include HAPPY RETURNS, BLACK EYED STELLA, ROSY RETURNS, RUFFLED CAROUSEL, YELLOW BOUQUET, GIGGLE CREEK, APACHE WAR DANCE, EARLY AND OFTEN, BOOTHBAY HARBOR GOLD, SABINE BAUR, FORMAL ATTIRE, LEMON LOLLIPOP, STELLA’S RUFFLED FINGERS, SUMMER RERUN, MOONLIT MASQUERADE, MAY MAY and SCRAMBLED LEGS. My understanding is that even with these, to get them to rebloom they need lots of sun, watering and fertilizer.

Because our daylilies peak in July we have arranged visits to our display gardens and our annual flower show at that time. It has been suggested that if enough interest develops in extending the bloom period through August and September, daylily clubs might consider having a second, smaller flower show in the late summer or early fall, and a second round of visiting gardens at that time, to show off lates and rebloomers and to promote their development. 

I dream of my daylily garden blooming steadily from late June to the end of September. Does that appeal to you?

IT’S NEVER TOO LATE MY LOVE
By John Stahl

What is a late blooming daylily? Is a daylily that reblooms considered a late bloomer, or just one that extends the season? Just how late is “late”? For my purposes here I will consider plants that bloom from mid August into October and November as “lates”. These will also include rebloomers during that same period.

First allow me to discuss rebloom. Whether or not a daylily reblooms will depend upon a number of factors~~climatic (hardiness) zone, the cultivar itself, cultivation and weather conditions to name a few. Making things more confusing for the hemerophile are the specifications listed when a plant is registered. As an example, if you peruse the first page in the Eureka Daylily 2008 Reference Guide, you will find 38 cultivars listed. Twenty-six of them carry the designation “Re”, indicating rebloom. Does this mean that each and every one will rebloom for you if you had planted them in your garden? I think not! It’s very possible that not a single one will have rebloom scapes. How can that be? Can we not rely on the 

hybridizer’s statistics? In actuality, we can’t, plain and simple.
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All of these specifications originate in the home soil of the cultivar. That alone is an important part of the rebloom phenomenon. If the original USDA Hardiness Zone of the plant in question is Zone 7, and you plant it in your Zone 7 garden, should it not perform equally as well? Not necessarily, since all Zone 7 areas are not the same. Please keep in mind that Zone 7 can be found in RI, NY, NJ, parts of PA, DE, MD, VA, SC, GA, AL, MS, AR, OK, TX, NM, AZ, UT, NV, CA, OR and WA. The performance of a plant hybridized in Georgia’s Zone 7 may not repeat in Long Island’s Zone 7. This is a conundrum, but it is also reality.

So what is the daylily lover to do? If one cannot rely solely on the hybridizer’s specs, then one must research the subject. Talk to others in your area who grow the same plants. Find out which plants have given them success in bloom period and rebloom. Since so many factors enter into this, ask questions about cultivation~What fertilizer or fertilizers are used? How much water? Is the plant in full sun, and for how many hours each day? Are any other amendments used, such as manure, alfalfa, Superthrive, etc. Once you have established some guidelines, seek out those plants which you think may perform well for you. Of course, if you are like me, you’ll also check out new introductions that show promise. Several hybridizers are concentrating on producing late and very late cultivars. Details will follow.

In our garden we have 24 plants that have bloomed which are in the Mid August to November period. (We also have new cultivars which did not bloom last season which may be late bloomers.) Twelve bloom in mid August, five in late August, five in September, two in October and one in November. Six of these rebloom. 

Mid August- ALMOST ALL GREEN, HEARTBREAK RIDGE, CLIFFS OF ABIQUE 

SUMMER FAREWELL, PICK ME UP, JERSEY JIM, TOODLELOO KANGAROO, 

FRANS HALS, ORCHID CORSAGE, AMOR ULTIMA and FLYING DOWN TO RIO

and PANAMA JACK. 

Late August- CORAL HUMMINGBIRD, DROOPY DRAWERS, OLFACTORY EVIDENCE, STELLA’S SPARKY and CHRISTENING SPIRIT.

September- LATE SUMMER FLING, SUZY CREAM CHEESE, MONACAN TRAIL, 

RUNNING LATE and BLAST FROM THE PAST.

October- STELLA’S RUFFLED FINGERS and WOMAN AT THE WELL  

November – LOVELY PINK LADY

The rebloomers among the group are STELLA’S RUFFLED FINGERS, CLIFFS OF ABIQUE, STELLA’S SPARKY, CHRISTENING SPIRIT, WOMAN AT THE WELL and LOVELY PI NK LADY. 

At this point I must mention LOVELY PINK LADY’S performance. For the past three years it has started blooming in either late June or early July. It blooms into mid August and takes a rest, starting rebloom in September and continuing until        
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early to mid November!! In 2007 the last bloom was on November 10th. It therefore falls into the early to mid season and the late to extremely late season, a truly remarkable extended bloomer. 

Here are some introductions in the late to very late categories from the following breeders:

(most are recent, from 2005-2008. The Harwoods are older).

Jim Murphy- ELI MURPHY( VLa), ALCHEMIST (La), SKIN AND BONES (VLa)

                    UNDER THE WIRE (La), SURFIN DUDE (La) LAST CHANCE FOR

                    ROMANCE (VLa)~Jim claims bloom from August through October,

                   PROOF (L)~ Jim indicates instant rebloom for this.

Margo Reed- HARDWARE RIVER (La)

Bret Clement- JACOB’S LADDER (La)

Bob Schwarz- JACK BE NIMBLE (La)

Bill & Joyce Reinke- CHRISTMAS COMING (La)

Betty Harwood- AUTUMN ODDITY (VLa), LUCY BY MOONLIGHT (Vla),

                         MY HEART SINGS (La)

Pat Stamile- LAST SNOWFLAKE (VLa)~ Bonafide proof of its lateness was 

                   A scape with several blooms, brought to the Hoftsra Flower Show

                   On September 29th last year!

It appears that for those who are yearning to add more color to their late and very late gardens, there is hope. I believe more hybridizers will be adding late blooming flowers to their introduction lists in the years ahead.  I highly recommend all of the plants listed, and in particular those of Jim Murphy and Betty Harwood. They are certainly beautiful, but extremely hardy as well for us on Long Island.

Humor from the Spider Robin

                                                        By Joe Agosta
A man owned a small daylily farm in Missouri. The Missouri State Hourly Wage Department claimed he was not paying proper wages to his help and sent an agent out to interview him.

“I need a list of your employees and how much you pay them,” demanded the agent.

“Well,” replied the daylily farmer, “there’s my farm hand who’s been with me for 3 years. I pay him $200 a week plus free room and board.”
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“The cook has been here for 18 months, and I pay her $150 per week plus free room and board.”

“Then there’s the half-wit who works about 12 hours every day and does about 90% of all the work around here. He makes about $10 each week, pays his own room and board, and I buy him a bottle of bourbon every Saturday night. He also sleeps with my wife occasionally.”

“That’s the guy I want to talk to—the half-wit,” says the agent.

“That would be me,” replied the daylily farmer.

TIDBITS FOR THE DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHER
By Professor J. Peg

In one of last year’s issues of the LIDS Newsletter I recommended Scott Kelby’s

The Digital Photography Book, an excellent, easy-to-use book that explains things in a manner that anyone can understand. Actually, the engineers that usually write these manuals may have difficulty translating it since it is written in plain English and appeals to our logic and reason!!

This year Scott has just issued The Digital Photography Book-Volume Two, and it’s another winner. It’s again a soft cover and priced about $18 at amazon.com.

The chapters on “Shooting Macro Like a Pro”, “Pro Tips For Getting Better Photos”, “Shooting Landscapes Like a Pro”, as well as a chapter on the use of flash are all excellent. Much of what you will find will easily translate into your photographing of flowers and gardens. 

Here are a couple of tidbits from the book:

p. 169~ When shooting macro, turn off your automatic focus and use manual focus.

p. 171~ When shooting macro, what’s the best lens stop? Try f/22 if your lens has it. If not, use f/16. The higher the number of your lens opening, the more of your photo will be in focus.(due to greater depth of field),

p. 104~ The secret to shooting sunsets; Aim just above the setting sun itself (but make sure you can’t see the sun itself through your viewfinder), then hold you shutter button halfway down, which tells the camera to set the exposure for just what it sees in the viewfinder right now. This gives you a perfect sunset exposure, but don’t let go of that shutter button quite yet (keep it held down), then you can move your camera and recompose the shot as you’d like to see it look. By keeping the shutter button down, you’ve locked in that perfect exposure, and once everything looks good to you, just press  the shutter button down the rest of the way and take the shot. 
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The last chapter, “More Photo Recipes To Help You Get ‘The Shot,’” shows 16 photos with details for how to get a similar shot. Kind of like a photo recipe cookbook. 

Recipes From the Kitchen of the the Gastritic Gourmet

Quick Chicken Sautes~ With the hustle and bustle of our busy lives, a meal that can easily be made in 30 minutes is terrific. Using boneless chicken breasts, cooking time is only ten minutes, compared to 40-50 minutes with bone-in pieces. A small pasta like orzo and a quick cooking veggie such as zucchini would be good accompaniments, and the entire meal could be done in under a half hour.

HINT: Always have some dry table wine on hand for pan deglazing. For the calorie conscious and the teetotaler, almost all alcohol (and calories) burn off in the cooking. For different flavors, think also of port, sherry, Madeira and marsala.

When using boneless chicken and a Teflon pan, a minimum of fat is needed. Use a good olive oil. A small amount of butter adds flavor without being unhealthy. Keep canned chicken and beef broth on hand. These are basic liquids for all sauces.

I. Chicken Saute with wine and herbs ~ Heat pan, add oil. Add chicken pieces, browning lightly on both sides. Cook about five minutes. Remove from pan. Add some chopped onion, or shallots. Stir for one or two minutes. Add white wine to deglaze the pan. Return chicken pieces to pan. Add herbs of your choice (thyme, rosemary, parsley, etc.) Add chicken broth, salt and pepper. Cover and cook another five minutes. The amount of broth is up to you. Me, I’m a big gravy man, so the more sauce the  better! If you wish to thicken the sauce use either arrowroot or cornstarch.

II. Chicken Saute Hunter Style ~ As above, except add one or two tbsp. chopped ham with the shallots. Use Madeira, marsala or sherry instead of white wine. Also add small can of diced tomatoes and use beef broth instead of chicken broth. A few sliced mushrooms would be appropriate here also.

III. Chicken Paprika ~ Brown chicken. Remove from pan. Saute chopped onions, the more the better. While onions are cooking, add good quality Hungarian sweet paprika (Pride of Szeged is recommended), stirring. Again, as with onions, more is
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better than less. Add salt and pepper to taste. Add chicken broth to deglaze the pan. Return chicken to pan, add enough chicken broth to make copious amounts of sauce! Add one bay leaf. Cover and cook five minutes. Add sour cream and cook five more minutes. If sauce is thin, thicken with cornstarch. Serve with broad noodles.

Note ~ Try using boneless chicken thighs instead of the white meat. Oodles more flavor!

Notes For the Upcoming Season
John Stahl is planning on doing a Powerpoint presentation for the AHS about late blooming daylilies on Long Island. If in your garden you have plants that bloom from mid August into September, October or even November, consider contacting him so that he may photograph the flowers. Your garden will be credited in the presentation. John may be contacted at 516-223-5007 or imivory@msn.com.

 Auf Wiedersehen Daylily Lovers

Until the Fall Issue

Your Editor

aHardiness

