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In Acknowledgment


Roswitha Waterman


�
(Editor’s note: Our own Roswitha Waterman was honored at the October, 1999 AHS National Board meeting. I am pleased to present the text of her acceptance speech below.)


M


y sincerest thanks for your expressions of appreciation for what I may have contributed to LIDS and AHS during the 26 years I have been a member. But actually, I feel very strongly that it is I who gained far more than I may ever have given, and I feel deeply indebted to you.


Once Arthur and I had seen Al Goldberg’s Hem collection – the first such garden we visited – we immediately started to add daylilies to our flower beds. At that point I sought and received a wealth of information from experienced hem gardeners like George Rasmussen, the Hegemans, Jack Pine, the Watts and Gene Foster, to name a few; and all I have done over the years is to follow in their footsteps.


That my somewhat different life experiences before daylilies could be utilized for AHS has been an altogether enriching experience for me.


Sharing plants and culture information, spreading the word here and abroad, and many other club activities,  have given me great pleasure and enjoyment all along. I would like to thank here all those members who assisted me so generously with various projects over the years once more.


I would also like to thank all my hem friends for their thoughtful and caring camaraderie that helped me cope with some difficult times in my life recently. My gratitude for it is immense. 


By now you all know that Kay Day has persuaded me to continue as International Secretary and I aim to continue to contribute my share to the benefit of LIDS and AHS as long as it seems feasible. Frankly, I enjoy it too much. Thank you. (


�
Remembering William Fitton


Joan and George Rasmussen


�
T


his past May, 1999, we lost a very good friend, William (Billy) Fitton.


We met Billy when we joined the Long Island Daylily Society. We knew him for over thirty years. He and his wife Jeanne were always very gracious people. Billy was always ready to help with any project that the Society had.


For years, many LIDS members were invited to Cape Cod for the Labor Day weekend. We were invited to stay at one of their homes located ½ block from the ocean. A great time was had by all. They had lovely gardens at both of their houses on Cape Cod, with many varieties of daylilies and other perennials. Bill would even try some hybridizing; he just found it a lot of fun.


Billy was a great Jazz fan. He loved the music from the 30’s and 40’s. He knew all the great names in the music field – even knew what year they recorded their music.


He has a great mind for remembering dates, especially in boxing and baseball.


We are going to miss him very much. (








�
Melanie Vassallo - LIDS’ Own


Helen M. Thiele








�
H


ere’s a little extra information about our President. On October 1, 1999, Liz Koliadko and I ventured over to the Presbyterian Sweet Hollow Church to see the Nathan Hale Garden Club Standard Fall Flower Show.





Wow! What a spectacular show did we see. Surprise! Surprise! Melanie Vassallo, a member of the Nathan Hale Club, has worked so hard for the club. She arranged and set up the Ways and Means exhibit and gave three workshops in two days! She also had an entry in the design section of the show. Congratulations on winning a Third on your entry “Sojourn in Soho”, this being your first time. Both Liz and I thought your entry was great.





Melanie’s abundant energy, well displayed in every thing she does, is a wonder. Not only is she President of LIDS, she is a garden and exhibition judge who works so hard for us. As Chairman of Display Gardens, she is a member of the AHS National Board. Go girl go!





I hope she will lend her talent to LIDS’ next flower show in the design section. My only regret is that I had forgotten my camera and have no pictures of the show. (





�



Melanie in Connecticut


Gary Jones


�
I


n late January, the Connecticut Daylily Society enjoyed a visit from Don and Melanie Vassallo, as Melanie, accompanied, chauffeured, and assisted by Don (she tells us this was a first!), entertained us with her delightful AHS slide show presentation. She has assembled a feast for the eyes on a cold winter's day, themed groupings of AHS display gardens from not only across the United States but beyond our borders as well.





What I hadn't anticipated was how many of robineers have AHS display gardens!  I started jotting down names I know through this [e-mail] robin: O'Donnell, Aucoin, Farquhar, Payne, Ruth Hansen, Eiseman, Daume, Grenfell... I couldn't keep pace so I stopped the notes.  Some of you had put yourself in the slides:  Mary Baker, Bob and Mimi Schwarz.  I wish more of you hadn't been so shy!  One slide of Paul Limner's place was of a whole bed with nothing in it yet.  It must be a vintage image. He still had some grass showing too.





Melanie, who managed to win a door prize daylily (as did Lynn O'Donnell), offered a nice tip while the club was signing folks up for a club Eureka order.  When your Eureka arrives, make a list (my idea: as a bookmark) of the Eureka gardens in your climatic zone.  When checking out a daylily, note how many gardens in your zone are growing that daylily.  This should be a good clue whether that daylily will do well in your garden.





I advise you not to miss the Melanie Vassallo Show when it comes to your club!  She’s an AHS treasure.(�
�
Andre Viette on Long Island


Bob Stanton�
O


ne of the founding fathers of the Long Island Daylily Society returned to Long Island in July, 1999. Andre Viette spoke at Martin Viette Nurseries, founded by his father. Although the Viette family sold the nursery, it remains a first class operation, and it was a fitting venue for Andre's talk.





Martin Viette came to Long Island from Switzerland when he was sixteen years old, and apprenticed at one of the large estates on the North Shore. Eventually he started his own business; when the estate was divided, he was able to purchase part of it, and put his nursery there. That is the current location of Martin Viette Nurseries. Andre apprenticed in essentially the same way, learning from his father. Once, he was sent back to water plants in clay pots four times. Only then was his father satisfied that the plants were sufficiently watered. Andre went on to Cornell University, where the prevailing philosophy was to kill everything with pesticides. Once, he lectured a garden club in Manhattan, and was greeted with boos and hisses. Unbeknownst to him, he had been preceded by Rachel Carson, author of Silent Spring as a speaker. Needless to say, Andre now endorses organic control.





Andre Viette's Nursery, now in Virginia, specializes in perennials. His favorite flower is the daylily. It grows in sand, or clay, from Florida to Maine. You won't find fancy ruffles, edges, or shark's teeth on Viette's introductions. He is striving for everblooming daylilies, much in the manner of Stella D'Oro. He also insists on hardiness, and is reluctant to use warm weather evergreens in his hybridizing program. Andre gave many tips on cultivation, and a handout provided supplemental information. Organic fertilizers were strongly recommended, with a warning not to use too much nitrogen. Andre asserts that he waters no more than three times a month; but it is necessary to water deeply. He warns against the use of overhead sprinklers, saying that they may induce rot.





Aside from the information, the presentation was enjoyable. Andre is not above bombastic language and extravagant use of props. He was describing the days when his father was hybridizing, and he received a visit from Peter Fass, who said “Martin, your daylilies are a bunch of junk.” Martin visited Peter's garden, and upon his return said, “You know Andre, my daylilies are junk.” He soon rectified the situation by including the plants being hybridized by Fass and A. B. Stout. At another point of the presentation, Andre was emphasizing the fact that daylilies appear anew each day. So he went to a display of daylilies, and ripped off a bunch of flowers. The crowd was aghast, but Andre said, “It doesn't matter, there will be a whole bunch of new blooms tomorrow!” At another point, he said, “If a plant doesn't grow, do this” and he grabbed a pot and threw it across the stage. By now the audience was acclimated to his style. He then turned to the nursery representative and said, “I owe you a daylily.”





Before Andre's talk, I briefly got a chance to meet him, and, since he is an honorary member, I presented him with LIDS nametags for him and his wife Claire. (These are the tags with the Lauren Vassallo seedling.) He immediately put it on, and wore it throughout the talk. I felt honored by this  gesture. (�
�



Welcome Back Trimmer


Bob Stanton�
W


asn't that a TV show from the 70's? Well, close.





The Long Island Daylily Society was honored to welcome back one of its own for the January luncheon, Dan Trimmer. Dan started growing daylilies on Long Island before moving to Florida to continue his hybridizing program. A former club president, he was very active in our society. Dan stated that his passion in life was to grow new daylilies. As a newcomer, he looked for flowers that were round, full and ruffled; but heeded Roswitha Waterman's advice: “No Dan, color is very important.” Now experienced hybridizer, Dan looks for color and garden performance; branching and vigor are emphasized. He is gratified to hear customers say, “That plant looks much better in my garden than it does in your catalog.” Dan Trimmer honored another Dan, former LIDS president Dan Mahony, by naming a daylily after him. The membership applauded with the presentation of the first fan of this plant to Dan Mahony, a well deserved honor.





Then it was on to the slides, 130 in all, but the Trimmer presentation was rapid and concise. Here are some of the highlights: A 1999 seedling, cross GILLIAN x SABINE BAUR, was cream with a purple eye and a huge purple edge, with a thin secondary white edge. LONG TALL SALLY, if not a spider it certainly would be considered an unusual form; eight inch petals of red, yellow and green. SEPTEMBER FROST is a late daylily; round in form and cream colored. Dan says he can't hybridize for lates in Florida because of the excessive heat. Named after a LIDS member, PAT NEUMANN is a big double, which Dan describes: “I think it's the best pink double in commerce.” CALICO JACK, yellow with a purple eye, is a cross of PIRATES PATCH X FOOLED ME; it is a very good parent. Dan advocates using tet conversions to make advances in hybridizing. Tet DRAGON'S EYE has been a productive parent; about a dozen of its offspring were displayed. Included was CRANBERRY WINTER, yellow with a red eye, a 2000 intro. Tet RUFFLED MASTERPIECE was another productive conversion. JAMACIAN ME HAPPY, named by Dan's son, is one offspring, pink with a light red eye and a big edge. Speaking of his son, the daylily STEVE TRIMMER will probably be a 2001 intro. Yellow with a purple eye and a big ruffled edge; it went from seed to seventeen fans in 18 months. It is this type of increase that attracted Dan to Florida. Can one get something out of a $3 daylily? That's what Dan paid for INDIAN SKIES. He converted it, and the seedling CANADIAN BORDER PATROL X TET INDIAN SKIES has a monster red eye along with a big yellow throat. The eye is so big that there is hardly any petal color. Expert Bob Schwarz confirmed that it is an unusual form.





Dan's presentation included a wide variety of forms; round, unusual, doubles, etc. This is reflected in his statement “I try to have different textures in the garden.”





Several of the slides showed the garden as it was under construction. Dan gave much credit to Pat and Grace Stamile for their assistance in finding his new location and getting it ready for plants. Toward the end of the talk, Dan mentioned his recent health problems. He had throat cancer, but was very quick in getting medical help. He was insistent on getting immediate treatment, and as a result, his prognosis is excellent. He gave the audience the following advice: "If you suspect that you have a problem, see a doctor immediately." All of us at LIDS are happy that he did so. (�
�
Dan Trimmer – Another View


BobSchwarz�
I


n late January, Mimi and I made the drive to the luncheon meeting of the Long Island Daylily Society, where we all heard Danny Trimmer speak. He showed slides of some exceptional daylilies that he has hybridized. Some of the eyes are becoming so large that they make the petal color look like the edge.





He said that there is a real need for the hybridization of Dormant (that was the word he used) daylilies, so those of us above in the snow belts keep on crossing.  He said that the Southerners have the pretty faces on their flowers but he advised us to cross them on Northern stock.  (My question – does crossing Evergreen X Evergreen eventually lead to a more tender Cultivar?  My Answer - Of course not, and that's a mighty fine robe the Emperor is wearing.)





It is wonderful to see Dan so full of vigor and so much his old self. He and Jane are truly enjoying their life in Florida.





It was interesting to see how in just a short time he had hacked a hybridizing field out of the Florida jungle.





********


Talking about Stout Medal Winners...





George Rasmussen mentioned that all three of Pat Stamile's Stout Medal winners were hybridized on Long Island.  Hmmmmmm. ( 


�



Preview of the May Auction


Tom Ramsden has done another terrific job procuring plants for the members only auction on Tuesday, May 9. Here are photos of four of the plants he expects to be available.


Top Left: STRAWBERRY FIELDS FOREVER; P. Stamile, 1997; 26” EMRe, 4.5”; pink with strawberry eye, Tet. Fra. Photo courtesy of Pat Stamile from the website www.floydcove.com.





Top right: SENEGAL, Kaskel, 1994; 24” EM 5.5”; bronze blend, Ev. Tet. Photo courtesy  of Bill Jarvis.





Bottom left: ED BROWN, Salter, 1994; 28” EMRe 5.5”; pink with gold edge, Sev. Tet. Photo courtesy of Jay Farquhar.





Bottom right: FULL MOON CAFÉ, Trimmer, 1995; 24” EM 5.5”; yellow self, Ev. Tet. Fra. Photo courtesy of Dan Trimmer from the website trimmerdaylily.com.
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Hurricane Floyd and Horse Poop


Pat Sayers


�
I don't know how it is in your area, but here on Long Island horse poop is all the rage.  You can't find it anywhere!  You can't beg, borrow or steal it.  And if you could, they want $20 a yard!!!  If you've heard about Melanie Mason's "Scoop on Poop", you know why I want that stuff.  Oh Poop!





Anyway, after months of searching, I finally found a dumpster company who hauls manure for the local stables.  Can you imagine, they were just bringing all that good stuff to the local dump!  What joy, I can have all I want of "that smelly stuff" for free!!  Well, they've been dumping and I've been tilling it in.  Oh Joy!





Then came Floyd.  It's been raining for almost two weeks, and I've measured almost 18 inches in that time.  The area they drove into today was between my 3 barns, which were built before Washington was a twinkle in his daddy's eye..., with a truck holding a 30 yard dumpster FULL to overflowing with water logged hot manure.  Unfortunately, the ground was a "little" soft.  Oh boy!





It slipped, it slid, it tilted and then it sunk to its axles in mud.  We tried to dig it out, we used my sand pile under it, we used my wood chip pile under it, we used all my loose plywood under it.  Not an inch would it move except to go down further.  Now those wheels are down three feet in the mud. Someone suggested we leave it till it dried up...maybe next summer.  Oh dear. 





Sitting there, covered in mud, three grown people were about to cry when four more trucks showed up from the company.  They cabled them all together and attached it to our truck.  It popped that sucker right out of that sticky old mud, leaving a hole the size of my jeep, two trees down, (Oh goody, less wild cherry seedlings to pull from the beds.) and a load of fresh manure.  Oh thank you God.





Now the hard part.  How am I going to tell hubby Bill about the hole between his barns?  And even worse, how am I going to stop him from charging into the mud with his new tractor???  That hole will suck him in and eat them for breakfast.  Oh dear!





...Maybe a pond? (


�



Photos From Pat Sayers’ Seedling Patch








The pictures on the right are two of Pat Sayers’ seedlings, used with her permission.





 


You can see more on her website patsayers.com
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�
I Should Have Brought Two Flashlights


Bob Stanton


�
T


he weather was less than ideal for our February meeting. The program was overly ambitious, but some our scheduled speakers couldn't come, which left three; all LIDS members.





Bob Schwarz led off, with a discussion on unusual forms. He began by suggesting more work for our the AHS listmaster, Tim Fehr. Specifically, he would like to see a list of unusual forms published on the AHS Official Website. A brief review of the history of the recognition of spiders and unusual forms by the AHS followed. The distinction between spiders and spider variants was noted. An accurate description on the way to measure a spider followed. We were shown some slides of cultivars that were registered as spiders, but were nowhere close. Some of the incorrect methods that people used for measuring were described; my favorite was to divide the diameter of the flower by the width of a petal; this yields lots of spiders.





At the Mid Winter Symposium in Tennessee this year, Bob Carr gave the presentation of new intros by various hybridizers. Bob Schwarz said no spiders were shown, but there were several unusual forms. The different types of unusual forms were described; Bob speculated that weather conditions are often a factor, causing the cells on one side of a tepal to grow faster than those on the other. This would account for the fact that many unusuals have a different appearance on different days. An example of this is ROSY LIGHTS. Halfway through, we had a pop quiz. A number of slides were shown, and the audience was asked to determine if each flower was unusual. After some initial stumbling, we got pretty good at it. Bob clarified one important point. The "unusual form" category is only for flowers that are not spiders or variants.





While listening to Bob speak, an idea started to come to me. I never really liked the ratio of petal length to width. It seems that to be "spidery", there should be a lot of "space" in the flower. A way of measuring this would be the ratio of the diameter of the smallest circle that circumscribes the flower, to that of the largest circle that can be inscribed in it. A pure bagel would have a ratio of 1, (I doubt that there are any flowers that qualify); as the number increased, it would be more toward what is informally considered as a spider. 





Before introducing the next speaker, Pat Sayers, Melanie Vassallo asked if anyone had a flashlight.  I was up in the front row taking notes, so I volunteered mine. So Pat used my flashlight, and I wrote notes in the dark, some of which are actually legible. Pat's presentation blended history,  cultivation techniques and her hybridizing program. She described her technique of starting seedlings. One interesting twist is in the use of bottom heat. She starts them out with bottom heat and gets an initial flush of germination. When this is finished, she shuts the heat off, and starts it up five days later. Additional seeds germinate with this step. Pat says she gets about 98% germination. Pat is a firm advocate of organic gardening. She says that last year she was overwhelmed by thrips. (We were shown a slide with a large picture of a thrip.) She watered for about six hours that day, then two hours a day for some time after that. Several weeks later the thrips were gone. (Drowned, I guess.) Pat recommends that daylilies be watered generously. She said that it brings out the color, and it also encourages polytepaling and doubling in those flowers that are genetically predisposed to these traits. Other garden pests were described. For aphids, Pat recommends ladybugs. To feed ladybugs before the pests come out, she recommends letting the dandelions grow, as their pollen is a good meal for the predators. Slugs were also shown, but Pat deferred to Isabel Hibbard for advice on this pest. Finally, a bunny was pictured, countered by Pat's two cute little white dogs. 





As for her hybridizing program, Pat is following a different drummer. Oh, she showed a couple of the obligatory IDA'S MAGIC and ADMIRAL'S BRAID seedlings, but these were unimpressive. The linchpin of Pat's program is her 1999 intro PASSIONS PROMISE. She does a lot of work with this plant, its offspring and siblings, and has come up with a lot of interesting plants. There is quite a bit of doubling and polying, as well as unusual forms. Many of the plants have that AVANTE GARDE trait of the eye extending out well into the petal. There are edges, double edges, edged sepals, and one plant that had a red edge on one side, and a white edge on the other. For those looking for different daylilies, Pat may have the answer.





During the break, door prize maven Carol Dwyer gave away garden ornamentation; ornamental stone, birdhouses, etc. My name was the next to last picked; there was a nice set of wind chimes, so I selected them.





Carol's theme may have been inspired by the next speaker, our club president Melanie Vassallo, who spoke on garden ornamentation. Melanie still had my flashlight, and I was tired of taking notes in the dark, so I won't go into details. During the talk, she mentioned the wind chimes that had been on the table. " I have them now" was my thought.





Paul Limmer also played a role in the talks. He briefly left retirement to substitute teach for a month. While there, he confiscated from a student a light pen that projected "I (heart symbol) U". Well, Paul couldn't resist shining that on the screen several times. Finally, I shouted, "If you don't stop that, the PROFESSOR is going to take it away." Paul caused no trouble after that. (
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